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28 April 2021
To: Holders of Mahjong/Tin Kau Licence

Dear Sir/Madam,

Latest Directions by the Secretary for Food and Health
Published on 28 April 2021

The Government will relax social distancing measures with conditions with “vaccine bubble” as
the basis, with a view to responding to the aspirations of various trades and the public to resume normal
daily lives.

2. The Secretary for Food and Health has published the latest directions on 28 April 2021 under the
Prevention and Control of Disease (Requirements and Directions)(Business and Premises) Regulation
(Cap. 599F). Among the directions given, mahjong/tin kau premises (i.e. premises that are licensed under
section 22 of the Gambling Ordinance (Cap. 148) for the playing on the premises of games in which mah-
jong or tin kau tiles are used) may be open during 29 April 2021 — 12 May 2021 (the Specified Period)
subject to the relevant requirements and restrictions. Your particular attention is drawn to the newly
added requirements among others :

(a) all staff members involved in the operation of the premises have received the first dose of coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) vaccine and keep the vaccination record as proof of vaccination and
produce the record on request by the premises operator;

(b) if a staff member is unfit to receive COVID-19 vaccination because of health reason, then he/she must
make a declaration using the specified form available on the COVID-19 Thematic Website/relevant
FEHD webpage and produce a medical certificate to the relevant premises operator, as well as undergo
a polymerase chain reaction-based nucleic acid test for COVID-19 using a test sample taken through
a combined nasal and throat swab which must not be taken by the person being tested once every 7
days starting from 29 April 2021. The SMS (mobile phone text message) notification containing the
test result must be obtained before 6 May 2021 and the end of every subsequent 7-day period and
each SMS notification must be kept record for 31 days. The premises operators must keep the above
declaration form(s);

(c) all customers must scan the ‘LeaveHomeSafe’ venue QR code using the ‘LeaveHomeSafe’ mobile
application on his/her mobile phone and conduct body temperature screening;

(d) the number of customers at any premises at any one time must not exceed 50% of the normal seating
capacity or normal capacity of the premises;

(e) no more than 4 persons may be allowed to be seated together at one table or to be allowed in the same
group;

(f) a notice with the following specifications and content round-the-clock must be displayed at the
entrance of the premises during the Specified Period: -

(1) the size of the notice must not be less than 297 x 420 mm (A3 size);
(2) the letters in the notice must be black in colour, the font type must be Times New Roman, and the
font size must not be less than 32; and
(3) the content of the notice must be displayed in a way that is clearly legible and in a location
unobstructed, with the following information included: -
I licence number, name and address of the business;
ii. the corresponding period that the premises must be closed; and



iii. the maximum number of persons allowed to be seated together at one table or to be in
the same room.
(9) no members of the public may gather in the premises when it is closed.

3. For details of the latest directions, please refer to the Government Gazette Notice! published on
28 April 2021.
4. As the epidemic situation could fluctuate, you are requested to pay attention to the updates on the

various social distancing measures available on the website of the Centre for Health Protection of the
Department of Health.

5. May | take this opportunity to thank you for your support in fighting the COVID-19.

Yours faithfully,

(Signed)
(Ms. PANG Mei-tuan, Pauline)
Chief Officer (Licensing Authority)
Office of the Licensing Authority

1 Government Gazette Notice: https://www.gld.gov.hk/egazette/pdf/202125115¢/egn202125115250.pdf
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